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Extracts from Ancient texts
Group 1
	
You ask what the inhabitants live on in that country since they sow no grain; but men can live on other food than bread. 
It is reported that the pasturage is good and that there are large and fine farms in Greenland. The farmers raise cattle and sheep in large numbers and make butter and cheese in great quantities. The people subsist chiefly on these foods and on beef; but they also eat the flesh of various kinds of game, such as reindeer, whales, seals, and bears. That is what men live on in that country. 
[Kings Mirror, Chapter XVIII, p. 145]




Group 2
	
When one sails into Eijner-Fjord there lies on the left a bay and further into the fjord on the same side is the little promontory which is called Kleinengh […]. Further still is a large farm called Daler which belongs to the cathedral. As one sails into the fjord to the cathedral, which is at the end, there is a large forest. […] The cathedral owns all of Eijners-Fjord, and also the large island which lies off the fjord and is called Renoe, so-called because in autumn countless reindeer run there. Hunting is by common rights, but not without the bishop's permission. […]
Further from land lies an island called Langhoo, and on this island are eight large farms; the cathedral owns all of the islands except the tenth, which belongs to a minor church. 
[Ivar Bardsson, Saga Book p. 79f]








Group 3
	
But in Greenland it is this way, as you probably know, that whatever comes from other lands is high in price, for this land lies so distant from other countries that men seldom visit it. And everything that is needed to improve the land must be purchased abroad, both iron and all the timber used in building houses.
In return for their wares the merchants bring back the following products: buckskin, or hides, sealskins, and rope of the kind that we talked about earlier which is called "leather rope" and is cut from the fish called walrus, and also the teeth of the walrus. 
[Kings Mirror, Chapter XVII, p. 142]
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